
Friday, August 18, 2023Friday, August 18, 202388  Tribune/SentinelTribune/Sentinel

Village of Lewiston Residents
Scan the QR code below or visit

wnypapers.com for your 
2023 Newsletter

ATTENTION 535 Division St. Twin City Highway 

OPEN DAILY! MON - SAT: 7AM - 8:30PM 
SUN 7AM - 7PM

LOCAL FAMILY OWNED & INDEPENDENTLY OPERATED

VISIT US ON THE WEB FOR 
OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS

themarketinthesquare.com

wnypapers.com

Check it out!

Niagara County 
Tribune-Sentinel

can be picked up at the
 following locations,also on 
our website wnypapers.com

LEWISTON
A+ MINI MART 890 CENTER STREET

APPLE GRANNY RESTAURANT
433 CENTER STREET

CVS PHARMACY 795 CENTER STREET

DICAMILLO’S BAKERY
545 CENTER STREET

DOLLAR GENERAL 735 CENTER STREET

EXXON/SUBWAY 820 CENTER STREET

RITE-AID 820 CENTER STREET

TOPS 906 CENTER STREET

NIAGARA FALLS

7-11 8109 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD.

DICAMILLO’S BAKERY
7927 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD. 

SUPERMARKET LIQUORS
8438 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD.

WEGMAN’S 1577 MILITARY ROAD

NORTH TONAWANDA

7-11 492 OLIVER STREET

DMV OFFICE 500 WHEATFIELD STREET

MARKET IN THE SQUARE
535 DIVISION STREET

 
NORTH TONAWANDA 

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
253 SWEENEY STREET

NORTH TONAWANDA 
PUBLIC LIBRARY

505 MEADOW DRIVE

RITE-AID 343 MEADOW DRIVE

WURLITZER FAMILY PHARMACY

521 DIVISION STREET

RANSOMVILLE

CROSBY’S 2560 RANSOMVILLE ROAD

DOLLAR GENERAL
3661 RANSOMVILLE ROAD

RITE-AID 3636 RANSOMVILLE ROAD

STEVENSON HARDWARE

2535 YOUNGSTOWN-LKPT RD

SANBORN

CVS
2972 SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD 

HOOVER’S 6035 WARD ROAD

SMOKIN JOES
2293 SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD

SUBWAY
2846 SAUNDERS SETTLEMENT ROAD

WAGNER’S FARM MARKET
2672 LOCKPORT ROAD

TOWN OF NIAGARA

GOODMAN FARMS
2225 CAYUGA DRIVE EXT.

MARSH’S 7535 PACKARD ROAD

NIAGARA SAUSAGE COMPANY
5611 LOCKPORT ROAD

RITE-AID 4407 MILITARY ROAD

SAVE A LOT 2429 MILITARY ROAD

TOPS 4235 MILITARY ROAD 

WHEATFIELD

TOWN HALL 2800 CHURCH STREET

7-11  6880 PLAZA DRIVE

YOUNGSTOWN

HILL OF BEANS COFFEE SHOP
440 MAIN STREET 

RITE-AID 214 LOCKPORT STREET

SUNOCO 311 MAIN STREET

VILLAGE LAUNDRY
140 LOCKPORT STREET

YOUNGSTOWN LIBRARY
240 LOCKPORT STREET

3/23

We make it easy 
to access the 

news you need.

Go online any time you want
wnypapers.com

YOUR 
NEWS

Top Notch Removal Rated Number ONE 
In Junk RemovalWe remove all unwanted junk 

and debris from houses, garages, 
sheds, yards, commercial buildings, 

storage units, warehouses.

We also tear-down and remove 
unwanted decks, sheds, garages, pools, 
hot-tubs, sidewalks, small trees/bushes.

No job is too big or too small

Top Notch 
Removal

Call, Text, or Email for a FREE ESTIMATE

topnotchremoval@gmail.com

An easier way to get to Bills games: NFTA 
‘Bills Express’ service returns for 2023 season
STORY AND PHOTO
BY TERRY DUFFY
Editor-in-Chief

The Buffalo Bills opened the 
2023 preseason at home in Or-
chard Park on Saturday versus the 
Indianapolis Colts. The game itself 
was exciting for the more than 
70,000 who attended, with a 23-19 
win; the on-fi eld return of safety 
Damar Hamlin; strong Bills show-
ings on both sides of the ball; and 
a chance for many younger visitors 
to experience the thrills of Bills 
football for the fi rst time. 

But for those who drove, just 
getting there was to become a 
challenge that many might not 
have fully realized. 

As most Bills fans are well 
aware, construction for the new, 
60,000-seat-plus Bills stadium is 
underway on Abbott Road across 
from the current stadium. And 
with that construction has come a 
host of disruptions. Namely park-
ing.

Attending fans discovered that 
on Saturday. Parking that once 
existed in the massive Abbott 
Road lots to the west has, for the 
most part, been eliminated. That 
includes hundreds designated for 
overnight camping, as well as tail-
gating experiences for thousands 
of “Bills Mafi a” fans who patronize 
the Bills-controlled parking areas, 
as well those like the Hammer lot 
on the west end. 

As the Bills embark on the “larg-
est construction project in the his-
tory of Western New York” the 
team advised fans, “Changes can 
be expected that will impact the 
parking experience of our valued 
fans throughout the 2023 football 
season.”

Simply put, those long-familiar 
parking arrangements in Bills-
controlled lots are no longer avail-
able to many fans for the upcoming 
2023 regular season and beyond. 
Gone for the next few seasons is 
much of the famed Bills tailgating 

experience for game-day visitors, 
as well as the RV crowd who set up 
for weekend camping.

One affected area is the Colton 
RV camper lot alongside Abbott 
Road. This popular setup for camp-
ers “has been temporarily removed 
from the Highmark Stadium cam-
pus” the team said. “Campers/RVs 
will be unable to park within any 
Buffalo Bills-controlled parking 
lots.” 

“We look forward to the return 
of the new RV Camper lot expe-
rience for the 2026 season,” the 
team said. But for the 2023, ’24 
and the ’25 seasons at least, those 
users would be limited to fi nding 
availability in the various private-
owned/controlled lots in the 
neighborhoods that surround the 
Orchard Park stadium. 

Other parking disruptions in-
clude: 

•The bus and limo lot has been 
relocated to an area east of the Ab-
bott Road construction site. Park-
ing is now found adjacent to the 
Bills’ Lot 6 preferred area, found 
across Abbott Road to the east and 
north of the stadium off South-
western Boulevard.

•The center access road from 
Abbott Road to the ECC campus is 

no longer open.
•The southernmost portion of 

Lot 4 on Abbott Road is no longer 
available, with parking now limited 
to permitholders and credit card 
customers

•Lot 3 parking has been relocat-
ed to a corner area at Big Tree and 
Abbott roads. 

Needless to say, this has all re-
sulted in disruptions to Bills fans. 

Orchard Park Police and units 
from the Erie County Sheriff’s Of-
fi ce who maintain traffi c reported 
typical delays Saturday and, with 
the limited parking, strongly ad-
vised fans driving to plan to get 
there early.

Many did – but now a new alter-
native has also resurfaced. 

Following a lapse of several 
years, the Niagara Frontier Trans-
portation Authority announced the 
return, this season, of its popular 
“Bills Game Day Express” buses 
to home games in Orchard Park. 
NFTA discontinued this service 
in past years due to low ridership, 
but returned it in 2022 on a trial 
basis for the Denver game. It drew 
strong support. For 2023, it is re-
suming for riders.

The cost to ride the “Bills Game 
Day Express” is $5 each way, with 
payment either cash or prepay via 
NFTA’s new Token Transit app 
available to iPhone and Android 
users. NFTA advised riders this of-
fering was exclusively an express 
service with stops limited to desig-
nated boarding locations, and not 
its normal bus routes. Further, it 
issued guidelines barring any eat-
ing, drinking or smoking while on 
board. 

Priority seating is designated for 
seniors and disabled riders, and all 
using the service were requested 
to be courteous with others.

For the Bills-Colts game, the 
NFTA offered the “Bills Game Day 
Express” service from four depar-
ture sites, including one in Niagara 

County. Locations included Route 
251, departing from the Niagara 
Falls Transportation Center near 
the Fashion Outlets Mall, with a 
stop at a park-and-ride location 
in Athol Springs near Hamburg. 
Also, Route 252, departing the Uni-
versity Station on the UB South 
campus, with a stop at the NFTA 
Metro Rail Station on Utica Street 
in Buffalo; Route 253, departing 
the Metro Transportation Center 
in downtown Buffalo, with a stop 
at the McKinley Mall in Ham-
burg; and Route 254, departing 
the Eastern Hills Mall in Clarence, 
with a stop at the Thruway Mall in 
Cheektowaga. 

All rides offered convenient 
morning departure times for fans. 
What’s more, the “Bills Game Day 
Express” included a neat feature – 
escorts by NFTA transit police to 
ensure the buses were able to navi-
gate the heavy traffi c enroute and 
arrive in Orchard Park without de-
lay at Highmark Stadium. 

Drop-off for fans was at a desig-
nated site just yards away from the 
Highmark Stadium gates, with a 
pickup for the return ride follow-
ing the game in an area on One 
Bills Drive near Abbott Road. 

So how did it go? Surprisingly 
well for this fi rst-time rider. We ar-
rived at the UB South Campus in 
Buffalo (my ticket guest that day 
lives in the city), and we waited for 
20 minutes with our ride already 
purchased via the Token Transit 
app. A number of Bills fans were 
waiting, including one fan who 
traveled into the city from Darien.

“This is great; the fi rst time I’ve 
ever done this,” he said. The man 
waited for his disabled friend in a 
wheelchair to arrive, and the two 
were among the fi rst to board.

Soon, the bus was fi lled with ex-
cited, but well-behaved Bills fans 
from UB and down at the Utica 
Street Station for our ride. All in all, 
it was a cool experience. Our trip 
went out the Skyway to Route 179 
by the Ford plant. We headed east 
to Abbott Road, then south toward 
the stadium. With our NFTA police 
escort breezing us through the 
heavy traffi c, the bus meandered 
the maze and, within 50 minutes 
from starting, we were pulling into 
the Bills south drive off of Big Tree 
Road, yards away from the gates.

The cost to get there: $5 one 
way. No $50-plus expense for gas; 
no $30-$40 shelled out to park in 
a lot; and no aggravating traffi c to 
contend with. On the way home, 
fans boarded the “Bills Game Day 
Express” on One Bills Drive, and 
the ride back via the Thruway and 
into the city was just as easy.

As a season ticketholder, I think 
I may have found a new way to get 
to Orchard Park for Bills home 
games this season.

For more information on this 
new riding experience, visit the 
Niagara Frontier Transportation 
Authority online at www.nfta.com.   

The NFTA “Bills Game Day Express” is back in business for the 2023 season.
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